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I, W OTHING can by more 1 —— || 
N cate, complex, and hard to be 
. eee underſtood, than Religion as ir „ 
bas been often deſcribed. Anÿkk 1 
this is not only true concerning the Reli- 
gion of the Heathens, even many of the wiſeſt 
1 of them, but concerning the Religion of thoſe 
| alſo, who were in ſome fenſe, Chriſtians: Vea, 
and Men of great name in the chriſtian world, 
Men, who ſeemed to be Pillars thereof. Yet. FED 
how eaſy to be underſtood. how plain and ſim © 
kau a e is the La HEN hy 1 1 
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Cdriſt Provided only that we take it in its 


native form, quit as it is deſcribed'1n the Ora: 
cles of God. It is exactly ſuited by the wiſe 
Creator and Governor of- the world, tg the 


weak underſtanding, and narrow capacity, of 


Man in his preſent ſtate. How obſervable is 
this, both with regard to the End it propoſes, 
and the Means to attain that End ! The End 


is, in one Word, Salvation: The Means to 


attain it, Faith. 


2. It is eafily diſcerned, that theſe two lit- 
tle words, I mean Faith and Salvation, include 


the ſubſtance of all the Bible, the marrow, as 


it were of the whole Scripture. So much the 
more ſhould we take all poſſible Care, to avoid 
all miſtake concerning them, and to form a 
true and accurate Judgment concerning both 


the one and the other. 


_ Let us then ſeriouſly enquire 


1 What is Salvation? 


II. What is that Faith where by we are ſaved, 
and 


Wl. How we are faved by it? 
. 55 And, Firſt, let us enquire, What is 


ED  \fatvation > The Salvation which | is here f 


ken of, is not what is frequently underſiood 
wort that Word, the going to Heaven, Eternal 
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| Happineſs. It is not the Soul's going to Pa- | 
radife, termed by our Lord Abraham's boſom. 10 
It is not a Bleſſing which lies on the other | 
fide death, or (as we uſually ſpeak) in the 
97 other world. The very words of the Text 
| | itſelf, put this beyond all queſtion: Ye are 
b ſaved. It is not ſomething at a diſtance: it is 
a preſent Thing; a Bleſhng, which through 
the free Mercy of God, ye are now in poſ- - 
ſeſſton of. Nay, the Words may be;rendered, a} 
and that with equal Propriety, Ye have been | 
ſaved. So that the Salvation which is here 
ſpoken of, might be extended to the entire 
Work of God, 1055 the firſt dawning of 3 
in the foul, till i it is confurnmated 1 in wes 
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2. If we thke this in its utmoſſ extent, ie II 
will include all that is wrought in the ſoul; by: lt 
what is frequently termed, Natural Coyſetenttha - 
but more properly, Preventing Grace: Altthe _* 
drawings of the Father, the defires after Gd 3 

| which, if we yield to them, increaſe more ank? 
. more : All that Light, wherewith the Sen fr . 
Gad enliglitenethi every one that c ometh into ibte 
5 urid, ſhewing every man, to do juſtly, to hae 
| mercy, and-to walk humbly with his God: ll! 
the convidtions which his Spirit, from time too 
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time, works in every child of man. Altho l Y 
it is true, the generality of men ſtifle them as -- ad 
ſoon as pollible ; ; and after a while forget, or 3 
NR <rDy; that e had them at all. * 
| I 3. Be 3 :- $1.0 
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3- But we are at pretent concerned only 
with that Salvation, which the apoſtle is di- 
realy ſpeaking of. And this — of two 
general parts, Juſtification and Sanctification. 


Juſtification is another word for pardon. 
It is the forgiveneſs of all our fins, and (what 
is neceſſarily implied therein) our acceptance 
with God. The price whereby this hath been 
procured for us, (commanly- termed the meri- 
torious cauſe of our Juſtification) is the blood 
and righteouſneis of Chriſt, or (to expreſs it a 
little more clearly) all that Chriſt hath done 
and ſuffered for us, till he poured out his ſoul 
for the tranſgreſſors. The immediate effects 
of juſtification are, the peace of God, a peace 
that paſſeth all underſtanding, and a rejoicing 
A hope of the glory of God, with Joy unſpeak- 

able — full af glory. | 


4. And at the "WANG time FIG we are juſtifi- ng 


ed, yea in that very moment, Sand7ification 
begins. In that inſtant, we are born again, 
born from above, born of the Spirit. There is 
a real as well as a relative change. We are 
.. inwardly renewed by the power of God. We 
feel the Love of God ſhed abroad, in our heart, 

by the Holy Cie which is given unto us, pro- 
ducing love to all mankind, and more eſpeci- 

Aly to the children of God : Expelling the 
love of the world, the love of pleaſure, of eaſe, 
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| -of honour, of money; together with ki. an- 
r, ſelf will, ads every other evil temp 

Ia a word, changing the earthly, ſenſual, war's 
iſb mind into #he mind which was in . * 


Ju 


. How naturally do thoſe who experience — 
tek a change, imagine that all fin.is gone? F 
That it is utterly rooted out of their heart, 4 
and has no mcre any place therein? How ea- 
lily do they draw that inference, I fee} no fin, | 
therefore-I kave none.” It does not fir ; there- 
fore it does not exit: It has no motion, there= 
fore it has no being. 1550 


6. But it is ſeldom long, before they a are un- 
deceived, finding fin was only ſuſpended, 
not deſtroyed. Temptations return and ſin 
revives, ſhewing it was but ſtunned before, not 
dead. They now feel two principles in them- | 
ſelves, plainly contrary to each other, the Fleſh 
luſting again} the Spirit, nature oppoſing the | 


grace of God. They cannot deny, that, altho” 

| they {till feel power to believe in Chriſt, „„ 
| to love God; and altho' his Spirit ftill witneſs" | 4 
ſes with their ſpirits, that they are the children 5 
f God: Let they feel in themſelves, ſometimes * 
pride or ſelf will, ſometimes anger or unbelief. \ | 
They find one or more of theſe frequently fir. 
ring in their heart, tho' not conquering : Yea, 
perhaps, thruſting ſore at them, that hey may 
Jai 225 the Tord? ts their . 


7 How 


("TY 

Us How exactly did: Macarius, lee 
hundred years ago, deſoribe the preſent expe- 
rience of the children of God ? The unſkil- 
ful (or unexperienced) when grace operates, 
preſently imagine, they have no more fin. 


9 pes wy they that have diſcretion cannot de- 


, that even we who have the grace of God, 
Ny be moleſted again —For we have often 
had inſtances of ſome among the brethren, 


who have experienced ſuch grace, as to affirm 


that they had no fin in them. And yet after 
all, when they thought themſelves entirely 


freed from it, the corruption that lurked 


within, was ſtirred up anew, and they were 


well nigh burnt up. 
8. From the time of our being born again, 


the gradual work of Sanctification takes place. 


We are enabled by the ſpirit to mortify the deeds. 


of the body, of our evil nature. And as we 


are more and more dead to fin, we are more 


and more alive to God. We go on from grace 
to grace, while we are careful to ab/fain from 
all appearance of evil, and are zealous of good 


works, as e have opportunity of doing good to 
all men. While we walk in all his ordinances: | 
blameleſs, therein worſhipping him in ſpirit, 
and in truth: While we take up our Croſs, 
and deny ourſelves every pleaſure, that does 
not lead us to God. = 


It is thus that we wait ſor entire fandik- 
cation, for a full ſalvation from all our fins, 
from 
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from pride, ſelf. will, anger, unbelief; or as | 

the apoſtle expreſſes it, go on to perfecti . 
But what is perfection 2 8 he word has various 
ſenſes: here it means, perfect Love. It is 
| love excluding fin : Love filling the heart, ! 
| taking up the whole capacity of = e 
is love rejoicing evermore, praying without. ce 1 
Jing, in every thing giving thau ke. 14 
II. But what is that Faith thro' which awe 
are ſaved ? This is the fecond an to be 
| confidered,. 


1. Faith in general is defined by the 3 
| tle” Rau- p bY ULTOV 8 BAeTomiror* An evidence 
* a divine/Evidence and Conviction (the word 
means both) f things not ſeeu : Not viſible, 
not perceivable either by fight, or by any other 
of the external ſenſes. It implies both a ſuper; 
natural evidence of God and. of the things of 
God, a kind of ſpiritual - light exhibited to the 
ſoul, and a ſupernatural fight or perception 
thereof: Accordingly the ſcripture ſpeaks 
ſometimes of God's giving, light, ſometimes | 
a power of diſcerning it. 80 St. Paul. God 
who commanded light to ſhine out of darkneſs, 
kath jhined in our hearts, to give us tlie lig of 
( the knowledge of tlie glory. of God, in the Face 
| | of Feſus Chriſt, And elſewhere the ſame 
| Apoſtle ipeaks of the eyes of our underſtanding - 
| Ming opened. BY this twofold "pu of the 


ö E 

[ Holy Spirit, having the eyes of our ſoul both 
' opened and enlighzened, we ee the things which 
% the natural ey? hath not ſeen, neither: the ear 
heard. We have a proſpect of the inviſible 
things of God: We 1ee the ſpiritual world, 
which is all round about us, and yet no more 
diſcerned by our natural faculties, than if it 
had no being, And we ſee the Eternal World, 
piercing thro' the Veil which hangs between 
Time and Eternity. Clouds and Darkneſs 
then reſt upon it no more, but ye already ſee 
the Glory which ſhall be revealgd. 


2. Taking the word in a more particular 
"BOY w Senſe, Faith is a divine Evidence and Convic- 
tion, not only that God was in Chrift, reconci- 
| ling the World unto himſelf ; but alſo that Chrift 
loved me, and gave himſelf for me. It is by 
this Faith, (whether we term it, the Eſence 
odr rather a Property thereof) that we receive 
[| Chriſt, that we receive him in all his Offices, 
| as our Prophet, Prieft and King. It is by 
| this that He is made of God unto us Wiſdom, 
and Righteouſneſs, and Sandtification, and Re- 
| demptien. | 3s CE. 


3. But is this the Faith of Aſſurance, or 
| Faith of Adherence ?'” The Scripture mentions 
if foch diſtinction. The Apoſtle ſays, There is 
dae Faith and one Hope of our Calling, one 
| Chriſtian, ſaving Faith, as there is one Lord, 
5 | in 


1 | — 
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in whom we believe, and one God and Father 
of us all. And it is certain, this Faith neceſ- 
farily implies an Aſſurance (which is here only 


another word for Evidence; it being hard to 


tell the difference between them) that Chriſt 


loved me, and gave himſelf for me. For he 
_ that believeth, with the true, living Faith, 


hath ihe witneſs in himſelf, The 5 Giri witneſ- | 


feth with his Spirit, that he is @ child of God. 2. 
cauſe he is a Sn, God hath ſent forththe Spirit 


of his Son into fiis heart, crying Abba, Father : 


Giving him an Aſſurance that he is ſo, and a 
Shild-like Confidence in him. But let it be 
obſerved, that, in the very Nature of the 
Thing, the Aſſurance goes before the Confi- 
dence, For a Man cannot have a child-like 
Confidence in God, till he knows, he is a child 
of God, Therefore Confidence, Truft, Re- 
lance, Adhergnce, or whatever elſe it be cal- 
led, is not the firſt, as ſome have ſuppoſed, 
but the ſecond Branch or Act of Faith, 


4. It is by this Faith we are ſaued, juſtified 
and fanQified, taking that word in its higheſt 


Senſe. But how are we juſtified and ſanctiſied 


by Faith? I his is our third Head of Enquiry, 
And this being the main Point in Queſtion, 
and a point of no ordinary Importance, it will 


not be improper, to give it a more diſtin and 
RTE Contideration, 


m. 


i 
III. 1. And firſt, How are we juſtified by 
Faith? In what Senſe i is this to be underſtood ? 
I anſwer, Faith is the Condition, and the only 
Condition of Tuſtification. It is the Condition: 
None i is juſtified but him that believes; with- 
out Faith no man is juſtified. And it is the 
only Condition ; this alone is ſufficient-for Juſ- 
tification. Every one that believes i is juſtified, 
whatever elſe he has or has not. In other 
words: No Man is juſti ified, *till he believes: 
Every: man when he believes i 18 juſtiſſed. 


. But hes not God al us to repent 

. allo? Lea, and to bring forth fruits meet for 
Repentance To ceaſe, for jnftance, from do- 
ing evil, and learn to do well? And is not 
both the one and the other of the utmoſt ne- 
ceffiry ? Inforauch, that if we willingly neg- 
ect either, we cannot reaſonably expect to be 
juſtified at "all? But if this be fo, how can it 
be faid, that Faith is the only condition of 


A catipn 4285 


God does undoubtedly bales us, both to 
repent, and to bring forth fruits meet for Re- 
pentance: Which if we willingly neglect, we 

Cannot reaſonably expect to be juſtifiedat all: 
Therefore both, Repentance, _ Fruits. meet 
for Repentance, are in ſome ſenſe neceſſary to 
Juſtification. But tbey are not neceflary.in 

the ſame ſenſe with Faith, nor in the ſame de- 

Freer. Not in the ſame degree ; for thoſe fruits 
are 
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are only neceſſary conditionally; if there be 


time and opportunity for them. Otherwiſe a 

man may be juſtified without them, as was the 
Thief upon the Croſs : (If we may call him ſo; 
for a late Writer has diſcevered, that he was 
no Thief, but a very honeſt, and. reſpectable 
Perſon !) But he cannot be juſtified ut 
Faith: This is impoſſible. Likewiſe let a 
man have ever ſo much repentance, or ever 
ſo many of the Fruits meet for Repentance, 
yet all this does not at all avail: He is not 
juſti fied till he believes. But the Moment he 
believes, with or without thoſe Fruits, yea, 
with more or leſs Repentance, he is juſtified. 
Not in the ſame ſenſe ; for a and its 


Fruits are only remotely neceſſary, neceſſary 


in order to faith: Whereas faith is immediately 
and directly neceſſary to Juſtification.” It re- 
mains, that Faith is the only condition, which 


is immediatelyand proximately RY to Ju- 
ufication. 


4 . 
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3. But do you believe, we are GoRified a 


by Faith? We know you believe, that we are 
juſtified by Faith: But do not you believe, and 


accordingly teach, that we are . 8 AZ 


-our Works? 


So it has been roundly and vehemently af- 
firm'd, for theſe five and twenty years. But 
{ have A declared juſt the contrary 3 


3 B | and 
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04 44) 
and that in all manner of ways. I have con- 


tinually teſtified in private and public. 'That 
we are ſanctified, as well as juſtified, by Faith. 


And indeed the one of theſe great Truths does 


exceedingly illuſtrate the other. Exactly as 
we are juſtified by Faith, ſo are we ſanctified 
by Faith. Faith is the Condition, and the 


only Condition of Sanctification, exactly as it 


is of Juſtification. It is the Condition; ; none 
3s ſanctified but he that believes; without 
Faith no man is ſanctified. And it is the only 
Condition: This alone is ſufficient for Sancti- 
fication. Every one that believes is ſanctified, 
Whatever elſe he has or has not. In other 
words: No man is ſanctified till he believes: 
1 80 man n when he believes is ſanctified. 


44 But! 1s there not a Rer. conſe- 


gent upon, as well as a Repentance previous 


to Juſtification? And is it not incumbent on 
all that are juſtified, to be zealous of good 
works ? Yea, are not theſe ſo neceſſary, that 
if a man willingly neglect them, he cannot 
reaſonably expect, that he ſhall ever be ſancti- 
fied in the full ſenſe, that 1s perfected 1 in love? 
Nay, can he grow at all in grace, in the loving 
krowledge of our Lord TFeſus Chriſt? Yea, 
can he retain the grace which God has already 
ven him? Can he continue in the Faith 


which he has received, or in the fayour of 


God Do not you yourſelf allow all this, and 


7 contin: 


— 


Be”; _ continually aſſert it? But if this be ſo, how 
can it be ſaid, that Faith is the only condition 
ef 8 Sanctification "ih 


(| 5.1 41 allow all this, and continually main- 

tain it as the Truth of God. 1 allow, there 1s 

a Repentance conſequent upon, as well as a 

A Repentance previous to Juſtification. It is in- 

+ F- cumbent on all that are juſtified to be zealous  -1 

bs of good Works. And theſe are ſo neceſſary, 

that if a Man willingly negle& them, he can- 

not reaſonably expect, that he ſhall ever be 
ſanctified. He cannot grow in grace, in the 

9 Image of God, the Mind which was in Chriſt 

J ,Jefus. Nay, he cannot retain the grace he 


* has received, ' he cannot continue in faith, or 
i in the * of God. 


What is the Inference we muſt draw haves, 
from? Why that both Repentance, rightly 
1! | underſtood, and the practice of all good works, 
Works of piety, as well as works of mercy, 
(now properly ſo called, ſince they ſpring from 


} _ Faith are in ſome ſenſe CNY to Sanctifica- | 
1 tion, 


— 
* 
* 
—— 
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* 6. ſay, Bienen rightly underſtood.” 
| For this muſt not be confounded with the for- 
mer Repentance. The Repentance conſequent 
upon Juſtification is widely different: from 
that which is antecedent to it. This implies - 


( 16 ) 
no guilt, no ſenſe of condemnation, no conſci- 
- ovineſs of the wrath of God. It does not 
{i;ppoſe any doubt of the favour cf God, or 
Fear that hath torment. It is properly a con- 
viction wrought by the Holy Ghoſt, of the Hin 
which ſtill remains in our heart, of the egen 
ge, the carnal mind, which & does ſtill 
remain,” as our Church ſpeaks, even in them 
that are regenerate: Altho' it does no lon- 
ger reign, it has not now dominion over them. 
It is a conviction of our p oneneſs to evil, of 
an heart bent to backſliding, of the ſtill conti- 
nuing tendency of the Fleſh to luſi again/t the 
Spirit. Sometimes, unleſs we continually 
watch and pray, it luſteth to pride, ſometimes. 
to anger, ſometimes to love of the world, love 
of eaſe, love of honour, or love of pleafure more 
than of God. It is a Conviction of the ten- 
dency of our heart to Self- will, to atheiſm, or 
idolatry : And above all to unbelief, whereby 
in a thouſand ways, and under a thouſand 
retences, we are ever departing, more or leſs, 
| fen the living God. 


7. Wich this Conviction of the Sin remain- 
| ing in our Hearts, there is joined 2, clear Con- 
viction of the Sin remaining in our Lives, ſtill 
cleaving to all our words and actions. 10 the 
beſt of theſe we now difcern a mixture of evil, 

either in the Spirit, the matter or manner uf 
them: Something that could not endure the 
"8 US 


- 


righteous Judgment of God, were be extreme” 


to mark what is done amiſs. Where we: leaſt 
of all ſuſpected it, we find a taint of pride or 
ſelf-will, of unbelief or idolatry: So that we 
are now more aſhamed of our beſt duties, than 
formerly of our worſt Sins: And henee we 
Cannot but feel, that theſe are fo far from hav- 
ing any thing meritorious in them, yea ſo far 


from being able to ſtand, in ſight of the Di- 


vine juſtice, that for thoſe alſo we ſhould be: 
guilty before God, were it not for the Blood o 
the Covenant. 


8. Experience ſhews that together with the 
Conviction of fin remaining in our hearts and 
leaving to all our words and actions, as well as 
the guilt which on account thereof we ſhould: 
incur, were we not continually ſprinkled with: 
the atoning blood. One thing more is Implied 
in this repentance, namely a conviction of our 
helpleſſneſs, of our utter inability to think 


one good thought, or to form one good deſire; 


and much more to ſpeak one word aright, or 


to perform one good action, but through his 
free, almighty grace firſt preventing us, and 
1 ac com 1 every moment. Es 


5 « But what good aro are Delay tor 
practice of which you afftrm to be neceſſary to 


Santtification.” Firſt, all works of Piery, ſuch 
as public prayer, family prayer, and praying. 
| B 3 in 


2 . 


| 
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in our cloſet: Receiving the ſupper: of the | 

Lord: Searching the ſcriptures, by hearing, | 

reading, meditating :* And uſing ſuch a- mea- j 
ſute of Faſting or Abſtinence, as our bodily: 


health allows. 


10. Secondly, All works of mercy, whether? | 
they relate to the bodies or ſouls of men. Such 

as feeding the hungry, cloathing the naked, 
| | entertaining the Stranger, viſiting thoſe that 
are in priſon, or. fick, or variouſly afflicted. 
Such as the endeavouring to inſtruct the igno= ö 
rant, to awaken the ſtupid ſinner, to quicken | 
the lukewarm, to confirm the wavering, to 
comfort the feeble-minded, . to ſuccour the? 
tempted, or contribute in any manner to the, 
faving of ſouls from death. This is the Re- 
pentance, and theſe the Fruits meet for Re- 
pentance, which are neceſſary to full Sanclifi- 
cation. This is the way wherein God hath ap- 
pointed his Children to wait for compleat Sal- 
vation. 85 1 


— 


11. Hence may. appear the extreme miſ- 
chievouſneſs of that ſeemingly innocent opi- 
nion, that there is. no fin in a believer ; 
that all ſin is deſtroyed, root and branch, the 
moment a man is ju/7ified.” By totally pre- 


—— — 


| venting that repentance, it quite-blocks 
z vp the way to Sandification, . there is no place. 
for repentance, in him who believes there is. 

NO 


—— 
— * mg 
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no fin either iß his life or heart. Conſe- 
quently there 15 no place for his being perfected: 
in Love to which that repentance is a 


lably. neceſſary. 


12 Hence it may likewiſe appear, that 
there is no potlible danger in thus expecting full 


Salvation. For ſuppoſe we Mere miſtaken, 


ſuppoſe no ſuch blethng ever was, or can be 
attained, yet we loſe. nothing: Nay, that very: 


expectation quickens us; in-uſing all the ta- 
lents which God: has given us; yea, in im- 
proving them all, ſo that when our Lord com- 
eth, he will receive his own. with. Increaſe. 


But to return; T hough it be allowed;. 
Phat 1 its repentance and its fruits are ne- 


ceflary to full Salvation, yet they are not ne- 


ſlary either in the ſame ſenſe with faith, or in: 
the ſame degree; not in che ſame degrees for 


Theſe fruits are only neceſſary. conditionally, if. 
there be time and opportunity. for them, others 
wife a man may be ſanctifted without them. 
But he cannot be ſanctiied without Faith. 


Likewiſe let a man have ever ſo much of this 


repentance, or ever ſo many good works, yet 
all this does not at allavail: He is not ſanctied 
till he believes. But the moment he believes, 
with or without thoſe Fruits, yea, witk more 
or leſs of this repentance, he is ſancti ed. Not 
in the ſame ſenſe ; for this Repentance and fs 
2 rults 


—_ 


fruits are only remotely neceſſcty, neceſſar 
order to the continuance of his faith, as es as 
the Increaſe of it: Whereas faith is immediately 
and direciq, neceflary to Sauctiſication. It 
remains, that faith 1s the only condition, 2 
' which is immediately and proximately neceffary I 
to Sanciification. 3 | 1 


— mw 


ii But what is that faith W we are 
fanttified, ſaved from fin and perfefted in 
love? It is a divine evidence and conviction, 4 
1. That God hath promiſed it in the Holy ; 
Scripture: Pill we are thoroughly ſatisfied: x 
of this, there is no moving one ſtep further. 
 Andone would imagine, there needed not one 
word more, to ſatisfy a reaſonable man of this, 
| than the antient Promife, Then will I circum 
'cife thy heart, and the keart of thy ſeed, to lobte 
te Lord your God with all your heart, and . 
08 with all your foul, and with all your mind. 
| How clearly does this expreſs the being per- 
| fected in love? How ſtrongly imply the being 
4 faved ſromall fin? For as long as love takes up 
; the whole heart, what room 15 there for fin. 
therein? | 


136. It is 2 cine reichen and conviction, | 
Secondly, That what God hath promiſed he is 
able to perform. Admitting therefore han «i 

wil men it is impoſſible, to bring a clean thing 


out of an unclean, to purify the heart from > 
> 
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ſin, and to fill it with all holineſs, yet this 
creates no difficulty in the caſe, ſeeing il 
God all things are poſſible. And ſurely no one 
ever imagined it was poſſible to any power lets 
than that of the Almighty | But if God ſpeaks 
it ſhall be done. Gol faith, Let thirs be 
it: And there is Li ght. 


16. It is, T hirdly, a divine evitloncs and 
conviction that he is able and willing to do it 
now. And why not? Is not a moment to him, 
the ſame as a thouſand years? He cannot want 
more time to accompliſh whatever is his will. 
And he cannot want or ay for any mote Wor- 
bins or ji:neſs in the perſons he is pleaſed to 
honour. We may therefore boldly ſay, at 
any point of time, Now is the day of ſalvation. 
To day if ye will hear his voice harden not your” 

hearts. Behold ! all Things are now — 
. unto the marriage. 


To this Confidence, that God is end 
: able and willing to ſanctify us now, there needs 
to be added one thing more, A divine evi- 
dence and conviction, That he doth it. In 
that hour it is done, God ſays to the inmoſt 
ſoul, According to thy Faith be it unto thee | 
Then the ſoul is pure from every ſpot, of fir; 

it is clean from all unrighteouſneſs. The Be- 
liever then. experiences the deep meaning of 
hal ſolemn words, If we wa!k in the * 


6 


he is in the light ; we have fellowſhip one with 


© another, and the blood of Feſus Chrift his ſon 


cleanſeth us from. all fin. ” 
18. © But does God work this great Work“ 


in the ſoul gradually or in/tantaneouſly.? Per- 


haps it may be gradually wrought in ſome. I 
mean, in this ſenſe. They do not advert to 


the particular moment, wherein fin. ceaſes to 


be. But it is infinitely deſirable, were it the 
Will of God, that it ſhould be done inſtanta- 


neouſly ; that the Lord ſhould deftroy fin by 
_ the breath of his mouth, in a moment, in the 


twinkling of an eye. And ſo he generally 


does, a plain fact, of which there is evidence 
enough to fſatisfy- any unprejudiced perſon. 
* Thou therefore look for it every moment. 


Look for it in the way above deſcribed.; in 
all thoſe good works whereunto thou art created 
anew in Chriſt Feſus. There is then no dan- 
ger: You can be no worſe, if you are no bet- 
ter for that expectation. For were you to be 
diſappointed of your hope, ſtill you loſe no- 
thing. But you ſhall not be diſappointed of 

your hope : it will come, and will not tarry. 
Look for it then every day, every hour, every 
moment, Why not this hour, this moment? 
Certainly you may look for it now, if you be- 
heve it is by faith, And by this token you 
may ſurely know whether you ſeek it by: Faith 


or Works. If by works, you want ſomething. 


to 


— 
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to be done firſt: s you are ſanctified. 
You think, I muſt firſt be gr do thus or 


thus.” Then you are ſeeking it by Works 


unto this day. If you ſeek it by Faith, you 


may expect it as hoU are, then expect it now. 
It is of importance to obſerve that there is an 
inſeparable connexion between theſe three 
Points, Expect it by Faith, Expect it as you are, 
and Expect i it now! 0 deny one- of them 
is to deny them all: to allow one, is to allow 
them all. Do You believe, we are ſanctified 


by Faith? Be true then to your principle; and 


look for this bleſſing juſt as you are, neither 
better nor worſe ; as a poor ſinner that has no- 
thing to pay, noth ng to plead, but CHriſt died. 


And if you look for it as you are, then expect 


it 2ow. Stay for nothing: Why thould you? 
Chriſt is ready and he is all you want. He 


is waiting for you: He is at the door! Let 
© your inmoſt ſoul ery out, 


« Come i in, come in, Mou heavenly Gueſt! 
«© Nor hence again remove : | 

ce But ſup with me, and let the Feaſt 
He exerlaſting Love.” | 
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